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Derivative Forms that Have No Verbal Roots in Standard Arabic (A Study in
Al-Muhkam and Al-Muheet Al-Atham dictionary of Ibin Seedah)

ABSTRACT

The study investigates derivative forms in Standard Arabic that do not have verbal
roots in the language by tracing them in Al-Muhkam and Al-Muheet Al-Atham dictionary
of Ibin Seedah. The forms included in the study included gerunds, present participles
and their exaggerative forms, adjectives, past participles, the comparative form of ‘?af3al
and exclamation forms. Although scholars have argued that some of these forms have
no verbal roots, the researcher has found out that some do have verbal roots in the
language. The researcher has also found out that the verbal roots of some of these
forms have vanished over time, and that some have been replaced by other verbs. The
researcher has also found out that some of these forms have no verbal roots because
they have come into use with no consideration of the rules for derivation in the language.
A number of factors have contributed to the emergence of such forms, the most
prominent of which is language development through which a verb is replaced by
another verb, among others.

The study has concluded that the derivative forms that have no verbal roots reflect
one aspect of language use whereby a language user employs a language form with no
consideration for the rules of derivation in the language. This allows the language user to
derive a language form from a verb, a noun, a particle or even an intended meaning. It is
also possible for a derivative form to have no root in the language for reasons that are
related to form or to meaning which, in turn, indicates that language use and language
prescriptive rules are not always compatible.

Key words :Derivative, No Verbal Roots, Ibin Seedah.
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