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A Primer
for Students

<«

u-;.a:-”” «LL':LM_” :j‘ c_'t&.” QLq.u ;)_n;‘ :l"“ﬂ
el clmaiall 235yl

okt 2 L Sl Aaias Algua 32| 4301 Jaces |08

2
.ablatl

Yedgll ol cslomanll

Zs w £ < s

e Bl i cllize Sl Legd (sl
oad| yaddl dax 32 diel 6, soe Jilad
1 i )

S

DLLL - AlEEP (LI amlv Aoyl

1Oy gad) Jasey (35LAN ﬁla.c

alalely 158 4 Juel QLS gay

ve Gy
Plex s OIS Y ¢ gis 4 43,
G e yoa Lol Limie S gl

AT ale Lgad oo 53
=l (admdn VYO 2 ol aay
I3 camninad tyuin dalh ddaligil
sl Liiee Lelal die dmiea YV
Gopadl el (50l syl L sl
STy by o33 G (e
Cye Bamad TV ciels Lasa PEWR
21l LS ol paid G ypall jaddl (o
2 as3) i) ebole o Jlgandly

2

Aulitls (oMl Gualad! o3l Caaiiia

Sk o sy (Layd alrt @) Gilel
s el 2Lgily (3! usluadl M)
Ol bas Julss (A 1ATY=VATA/81 Y0V -1 YAO)
oy )20 (A VAEAVAVY /2 YTIA-1YAY)
cdig (A1AL0-VAVO /) Y10-1YAY) 2 Lo,
WBling ol pmddl Y5a Ce 5imge s @l
AL il 2 g Sladsy Slagys



LQ]SL;@_,QT sl ayalilly fj&wujé DLLL — ALEEW AU a0l
zJi}e.m.ﬂ .
f SRS T T 1:'-_.,?‘-;'!”&.;:5:{“.1.,& S
) DR | RS | e W"’,idl@sw'-':pl»cbb v
Sl p S O] W Sdas u.i._..u.sj_,.ut.';'luj,_',;% v
1 AL-SAMAU’AL

1  When a man’s honour is not defiled by baseness, then every cloak
he cloaks himself in is comely;

2 And if he has never constrained himself to endure despite, then
there is no way (for him) to (attain) goodly praise.

3 She (was) reproaching us, that we were few in numbers; so I said
to her, “Indeed, noble men are few.

1 Sources: Abll Tammim, a/-flamdsa (ed. Freytag), 49-54.
J. W. Hirschberg, Der Diwin des as-Samaw’al jbn ‘Adjja’ (Cracow,

1931), 21-3.
Metre: fawil.
For a full discussion and analysis of this cclebrated poem see Hirschberg, op. ait.

2. The usual meaning of daim is “ wrong, injustice”; here the intention is clearly
“being unjust to oneself”’ in the sense of compelling oneself to endure intolerable
hardships.

3. Presumably the taunt was shouted by a woman accompanying into battle the
warriors of a rival tribe.
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9 ABU TAMMAM

1 The sword is truer in tidings than (any) writings: in its edge is
the boundary between earnestness and sport.

2 (Swords) white as to their blades, not (books) black as to their
pages—in their broad sides (texts) lies the removing of doubt and
uncertainties;

3 And knowledge (resides) in the flames of the lances flashing
between the two massed armies, not in the seven luminaries.

4 Where (now) is the recital (of the astrologers), indeed where are
the stars, and the embroidery and the lie they fashioned concerning
them ?—

69 Were there any joined tie of kinship between the vicissitudes of
time, or any intact right to respect,

70 Then there would exist the closest relationship between your
victory-crowned days and the days of Badr.

71 They (the days of victory) have left the sons of sickly al-Asfar
pale of face as their name, and brightened the faces of the Arabs.

70. ““The days of Badr™: the celebrated victory of A.p. 624, in which 300 Muslims
led by the Prophet defeated a much larger force of the Meccans.

71. “The sons of the sickly al-Asfar; the Byzantines, traced by Arab genealogists
to an ancestor named al-Agfar (“the Pale™),
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10 IBN AL-RUMI

1 Sweet sleep has been barred from my eyes by their preoccupation
with copious tears,

2 What sleep (is possible) after the great misfortunes that have
befallen Basra?

3 What sleep (is possible) after the Zanj have violated openly the
sacred places of Islam?

4 This indeed is such an affair as could scarcely have arisen in the
imagination.

s Wide awake we have witnessed matters which it would have
sufficed us were they visions seen in a dream.

1. The pocm opens with the suggestion of a masdb, the theme being the stock
sleeplessness of the distraught lover. Al-sijdmi is “an infinitive noun used as an
epithet” (Lane 1312).
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1 I have guarded my soul from that which would defile my soul,
and I have exalted myself above the pittance of every poltroon,

2 And I held firm when fortune shook me violently, seeking to
contrive my fall and overthrow,

3 Bare sufficiency of the dregs of livelihood (remains) to me, which
the days doled out in short measure, a doling out of defrauding,

AL-BUHTURI

4 Far is the difference between him who comes down every day to
drink whose draught is uninterrupted, and him who comes down
to drink after three days’ thirsting.

s It is as though time’s favours have come to be directed (only)
towards the ignoblest of the ignoble;

6 And my purchasing of Iraq was a course of folly, after my selling
Syria in a sale of utter loss.
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22 When you behold the picture of Antioch, you are alarmed (as)
between Byzantium and Persia,

23 The Fates there waiting, whilst Antshirwin urges on the ranks
under the royal banner

24 (Robed) in green over gold, proudly flaunting the dye of the
(red) tumeric,

25 And the press of men before him, all silent, lowering their voices,

26 Some cautiously reaching out the foreshaft of a lance, some fear-
fully averting the spear-points with a shield.

27 The eye describes them as really alive, signalling like the dumb
one to another;

28 My doubt concerning them augments, until my hands explore and
touch them.

Metre: khafif.

1. “Pittance’: for jadd meaning “donation”, sce Lane 393, col. 2.

2. For paithu the reading bina is given in the Constantinople cdition and in
Muntakbab.

3. For bakbs, cf, Koran, xn, 20.

4. “After three days’ thirsting”: Abims is used of a camel which drinks one day,
then misses three days, then drinks again on the fifth day,

6. The poet regrets having left Syria to take up residence in Baghdad. Al-Buhturi
was bom in Manbij, and after an early career in Ma‘arrat al-Nu‘min he joined Aba
Tammim at the court of Malik b. Tauq, governor of Iraq. Thereafter in an eventful
life he shuttled to and fro between Iraq and Syria; see Emoel. of Isl2, 1, 128990,
Note the gibdg.

22, Antioch was besicged and destroyed by Anishirwin in y40, during the
perennial wars between Sasanian Persia and Byzantium,

23. Dirafs is the arabicised form of the Persian dirafsh,

24. The wars yielded a dye described alternatively as intensely red and intensely
yellow, see Lane 2936~7.

26. Muntakbab rcads bi-bamili for bi-‘amili. Note the mald’ama, and the internal
rhyme (and partial jinds) between mushibin and mudibin,

27. For this use of jiddu see Wright, 11, 279C.

28. “My doubt: sc. as to whether they are animate or inanimate.
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13 AL-MUTANABBI

1 According to the degree of the people of resolve come the resolu-
tions, and according to the degree of noble men come the noble

actions.
2 Small deeds are great in the eyes of the small, and great deeds are
small in the eyes of the great.

3 Saif al-Daula charges the army with the burden of his own zeal,
which numerous armies have proved incapable of bearing,

4 And he demands of men what he has in himself—and that is
something which (even) lions do not claim.

s The longest-living of birds, even the eagles of the desert, the
young ones and the old ones of them, offer (themselves as) ransom
for his armoury;

6 It would not harm them that they were created without talons,
sccing that his swords and hilts have been created.
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Metre: tanil,
This celebrated ode was dedicated to the Hamdinid Saif al-Daula on his recapture
of the frontier-post of al-Fadath in 343/954 after it had been burned in 337/948 by
Bardas Phokas, sce Emgyel. of Isl?, 11, 187.

1. Note the jinds and muld’ama.

2. Notc the fibdg and muld’ama.

3. For ljaisha ‘Azzim reads /-ndsa,

5. For l-mald the variant /-fald is recorded.
6. This verse may also be construed as a question.
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29 SHAUQI

1 March has arrived; stand up with us, companion; greet the spring,
the garden of the spirits, i i

16 (March) the king of the plants—a whole earth is his abode,
receiving him with marriage-feasts and rejoicings,
17 His banners of deep crimson and gleaming white spread amongst
the hills.
1. For sdbi ( = sabibu) see Wright, 11, 89,

1o. Note the amusing finds.
11. A bwman songbird contrasted with the actual songbirds in the garden,



13. A pretty description of the “veiled virgins of the bush™,

21, Note the jinds,
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1 Indeed I remembered you yearningly as you were in al-Zahrd’,
when the horizon was clear and the face of earth was shining,

2 And the breeze had a languor in its evening hours as if it had pity
for me, and so languished out of compassion,

3 And the garden smiled, disclosing its silver water, as if you had
loosened collars from the upper breasts.

4 A day like the days of pleasure for us now departed—we passed
the night (like) thieves of that (pleasure), whilst fortune slept,

s Diverting ourselves with eye-catching flowers, the dew running
over them till they bent their necks, -

6 As if their eyes, beholding my sleeplessness, wept for my condi-
tion, and the tears wandered glistening,

7 A rose shone in its sunburnt bed, and noonday glowed more
intensely to the sight on account of it.

8 A nenuphar passed, redolent, embracing it, a slumberer whose
eyes dawn had wakened.

9 Everything stirred in us a recollection making us long for
you, a recollection which the breast was yet too constricted to
hold.

10 If only death had fulfilled our union with you, it would have been
the most generous of days.

11 May God not give rest to a heart visited by your remembrance,
and it did not fly on the fluttering wings of yearning!

12 Had the zephyr’s breath when it blew wished to transport me, it
would have brought to you a youth emaciated by what he had
encountered.

13 Not my most precious and prized possession, beloved of my soul
—if lovers can be said to acquire possessions—



14 Would be fair recompense for the pure love in a time spent in
the garden of intimacy, where we roved at will.

15 And now I praise God for the time we spent together, for which
you have found consolation, whilst we have remained (true) lover.

1. “In al-Zahrd’”; a fashionable quarter of Moorish Cordova.
2. Note the jinds (al-ishtigaq).

3. ‘The silver stream is compared with Wallida’s silvery throat.
4. Note the tibdg between yaumun and bitnd.

6. Note the jinds (al-mushabib).

7. Note the jinds.
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