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Imagery and its Rhetorical Signification
In the Critical and Rhetorical Traditions

“Quranic Examples”

This paper aims at studying imagery, as it is the preferred stylistic device of
the Holy Quran. The paper also seeks to examine some of the rhetorical devices
that make up the rhetorical tradition. The aim is to identify the follow the
semantic development of the image in the critical and rhetorical traditions. This
will help demonstrate the nature of the meanings it progressed through, as well as
the concepts it became associated with. The paper throws light on the concept,
signification and function of imagery, while also illustrating the artistic criteria
identified in contemporary criticism. These are then compared to established
concepts in the rhetorical tradition, as represented in both the simile and the
metaphor. Observing the essence of tradition, and the rhetorical point of view of
the older schools, the paper focuses in each image on contemplating and analyzing

the Quranic examples.

It is worth pointing out that the old critics — with the exception of Abdel
Qaher El Gergani — had not elevated the concept of the image to any
terminological status, for they had worked rather on the lexical item and its

semantics, i.e. the form and the content, or the image and the material. Hence

emerged Abdel Qaher El Gergani’s theory.
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