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Between Art and Reality: A Reading in the Dualities 
and Parallels in the "Babenus" 

 
Abstract 

 
In her novel "Babenus," the Jordanian writer, Samiha Khreis, 

presents a symbolic vision of the Arab reality, especially in 
Darfur, Sudan, on the one hand, and the human reality on the 
other. The message of the novel can be reached through its 
human and moral values. At a time of extremism, the novel calls 
for moderation and balance, from power and religion to human 
values, without standing in terms of color, sex or race, but 
beyond all, to restore the universe to its first motherhood moment 
without wars, rivalries and conflict of interests. 

This novel is based on the dualities in different forms, which 
the study tended to read and analyze. At the same time, these 
dualities fade in depth as a formality apparent, and appear at a 
moment as if it does not exist, starting from the indicated title of 
the novel, which is an important basis in understanding the novel 
and the crystallization of its speech. 

These dualities extend from colors to personalities, ideas, 
events, space and time. The writer uses the opposite dualities: 
parallels to emphasize the duality of the world, and to reveal 
them through the paradox and irony. She also uses the technique 
of multiple voices, which provide different views and angles of 
view of these characters in the novel, until it reaches in the last 
two chapters to the use of the narrator witness, which connects 
the previous figures to each other, links the visions, and directs 
the novel towards the open end to reading and interpretation. 

 
Keywords: dualities, opposite dualities, parallels, symbolism, 

irony and paradox, multiple sounds. 
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