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Grammatical Cohesion and Pronouns in Mahmoud 

Darwish's "In the Presence of Absence" 

 

Abstract 

Textual cohesion is rooted in the use of pronouns to 

achieve structural and semiotic uniformity and consistency 

since pronouns are traditionally associated with the 

establishment of referents and designation of 

signifieds.  Darwish's In the Presence of Absence 

destabilises pronoun referents to create unusual horizons of 

meaning on the individual, nationalistic and human levels. 

The study adopts a descriptive analytical approach in the 

examination of the texts. 

 

Keywords: Pronouns. Absence Presence Discourse 

Mythology. 
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