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AFKAR, Issue 451 - The Jordanian Narrative In Its Diverse Facets

Nizar Sartawi

A Jordanian poet and translator

AFKAR is a monthly literary magazine founded in 1966 and published by the Jordanian Ministry of Cul-
ture. It plays a significant role in Jordan’ literary and cultural scene by providing a forum for Jordanian, Arab,
and international voices in literature, criticism, thought, and cultural dialogue. Through its varied contribu-
tions in poetry, fiction, articles, and cultural studies, the magazine promotes literary exchange and intellectual
engagement.

The current issue, No. 451, continues this tradition bringing together literary creativity, critical inquiry,
cultural scholarship, and international perspectives. Its principal sections are as follows:

The “dossier” commemorates the 50th anniversary of the founding of Jordan Language Academy, one of
the issue's principal features. “Jordan Language Academy in its Golden Year,” prepared and presented by Dr.
Samir Al-Droubi, brings together historical documents, institutional recollections, and contributions from dif-
ferent sources, focusing on its significant role and outstanding achievements since its establishment in 1976.

“The Guest of the Issue” section introduces the distinguished Egyptian poet, and literary critic

Dr. Alaa Abdel Hadi. An extended interview conducted by Saad El-Din Shahin, offers valuable insights into
Abdel-Hadi’s career as a poet, critic, and thinker. Complementing the interview is an article by Dr. Ahlam
Othman, which highlights Abdel-Hadi’s pioneering poetic and critical project, elaborating on his efforts in de-
constructing Eurocentrism as well as re-establishing “comparative poetics,” in which he introduced “the nuclear
genre model” Together, the two pieces provide both a personal and critical portrait of the guest.

The “Studies and Articles” section features nine contributions that offer considerable topical breadth. In
“Bedouins in the Jordanian Narrative,” Mariam Al-Nuwairan dwells on the Jordanian desert as one of the most
prominent and influential components in shaping the political, cultural, and social order in the Kingdom. Amr
Abu Al-Ata examines the inscriptions of Wadi al-Qura (Al-Ula), noting that they represent the transition from
oral culture to writing and documentation on rocks and paper. Muhammad Abu Aziz looks at Arabic Cal-
ligraphy, describing it as an art that represents both the history and cultural identity of the Arab and Islamic
people. Ahmad Tommalaih casts light on the Cinema Club at the Shoman Foundation under the supervision

of film-critic Adnan Mdanat, acknowledging the expansion of its weekly film screening activities and affirm-
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ing that this marks a shift away from commercial movies. Tahseen Yageen Mansour reviews the Palestinian
writer Mahmoud Shuqair’s biographical work "A Final Margin," which reflects on the impact of personal and
social events on his personality, explaining that Shuqair is haunted by Jerusalem, his first city. Jamila Amayreh,
explores the work of visual artist Khaldoun Abu Taleb, reviewing his latest exhibition. In “Who Produces Cul-
ture in the Age of algorithms?” Raed Sammour addresses the challenge of coping with the exponential pace of
change in this field. Al-Bashir Obeid provides a thorough analysis of Mohammad Fayez Hijazi's novel "Black
Feet," observing that narration can serve as a tool for understanding the world. Abdulrahman Al-Tawara offers
a brief insight into the civilization of ancient Greeks, focusing on their remarkable contributions in philosophi-
cal, social, scientific, religious, ethical, and political fields.

The “Creation” section features four poems and two short stories. The poems include “I will Pile up What-
ever Comes Anew of the Day” by Ahmad Al-Khatib; “With a Hand that does not Wear a Ring” by Nidal
Burqan; “God's promise” by Sayyed Hassan; and “The Book of Absence” by Dr. Ali Al-Shawabkeh. The poems
explore diverse forms, structures, and themes, emphasizing personal experience and emotional authenticity. The
two short stories, “A Grave in Bloom” by Intisar Abbas and “A White Shadow,” by Samah Mousa are highly
symbolic with magical-realistic elements.

In the “Cultural Windows” section, Riyad Abu Zayeda reviews two recently published books”. The first,
“Leadership and Social Responsibility” by Dr. Raafat Abdul Salam Tarawneh et al, presents a contemporary vi-
sion combining advanced theories of administration and practical applications. The second "Zafrana," by Qatari
writer Dr. Huda Al-Nuaimi is a novel rooted in magical realism.

The “International Culture” section broadens the magazine's cultural horizons through a review of a re-
cently published book: “Introduction to Crowd Science” by G Keith Still, translated into Arabic by Dr. Saad
Abdul Rahman Al-Qayid. The book reveals the underlying causes of crowd disasters and deaths, offering an
insightful perspective on incidents caused by large gatherings.

In the “Orbits of Revelation” section, Dr. Muhammad Naji Amayreh shares his reminiscences of school
and college days, relating particular incidents with his teachers and recounting how his love for classical Arabic
earned him awards and accolades.

Overall, this issue of AFKAR is distinguished by its variety, panoramic coverage, intellectual depth, and
well-organized structure. Its organizational heritage, critical studies, creative writing, and book reviews give it
considerable range. Combining scholarship, creativity, and international viewpoints, the issue makes a signifi-

cant contribution to contemporary literary and cultural perspectives.



